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March 2022 Eileen Marie Collins (1956—Present) 
Eileen Marie Collins is a retired NASA astronaut 
and United States Air Force colonel. A former mili-
tary instructor and test pilot, Collins was the first fe-
male pilot and first female commander of a Space Shuttle. She 
was awarded several medals for her work. Colonel Collins has 
logged 38 days 8 hours and 20 minutes in outer space. Collins 
retired on May 1, 2006, to pursue private interests, including ser-
vice as a board member of USAA.  

James Gallier (24 July 1798 – 3 October 1866)  
Originally from Ravensdale Ireland, James Gallier Sr. 

made his name in New Orleans with his Greek Revival style 
in the 19th Century. The son of a builder and engineer, Gal-
lier Sr. contributed to a large part of the historical architec-
ture we see throughout the city. Gallier Hall is considered 
one of the masterpieces of Greek Revival style in the south. 
It served as New Orleans city hall from 1853-1957 and accommodated 
various lying-in-state of figures such as Jefferson Davis, and local music 
legend Ernie K-Doe. It remains as one of the few surviving Greek Reviv-
al designs in New Orleans.  

Malala Yousafzai (1997—Present) 
Malala Yousafzai is the youngest person ever to win 

a Nobel Peace Prize. Malala Yousafzai became an interna-
tional symbol of the fight for girls’ education after she was 
shot in 2012 for opposing Taliban restrictions on female edu-
cation in her home country of Pakistan.  

Chloe Kim (2000—Present)  
An American snowboarder and two-time 
Olympic gold medalist. At the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, she became the youngest woman 
to win an Olympic snowboarding gold medal 
when she won gold in the women's snowboard 

halfpipe at 17 years old. At the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics, she 
became the first woman to win two gold medals in halfpipe. She is 
a six-time X Games gold medalist and the first woman to win two 
gold medals in snowboarding at the Winter Youth Olympic 
Games. She is the World, Olympic, Youth Olympic, and X Games 
champion in the halfpipe and the first to win the title at all four ma-
jor events. 
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George Charles Ballas Sr. (1925 – 2011)                                       
An American entrepreneur. He invented the first string 
trimmer, known as the Weed Eater in 1971. Ballas was 
born in Ruston, Louisiana. He was the son of Karolos 
("Charles") Ballas and Maria (née Lymnaos), who were 
Greek immigrants that ran a restaurant. He enlisted in 
the United States Army at the age of 17 in 1942 and 

served in WWII and the Korean war. He married Maria Marulanda 
and had 5 children. Ballas got the idea for the trimmer while driving 
through an automatic car wash, where the rotating brushes gave him 
an idea. Using a tin can laced with fishing line and an edge trimmer, 
he tried out his idea, which worked. After some refinements, he 
shopped it around to several tool makers, who all rejected his inven-
tion. He went on to develop the garden tool himself. The first year, 
sales were over a half million dollars.  

Tara Dakides (1975 - Present)                                                            
An American snowboarder and co-owner of O-matic 
Snowboards. She was born of Greek descent in Mission 
Viejo, California, and has snowboarded since she was 
13 years old. Later, as a teenager, she branched out to 
several more dangerous and varied athletic endeavors. 
She became involved in motocross as surfing, as well as 
mountain- and snow-based activities. This variety of sports experience 
gave her an edge in the X Games competitions which has won her nu-
merous awards. Aside from sports, she also is a cover model for vari-
ous sports magazines, endorses the HuckDoll line of Tara Dakides Ac-
tion Figures and her own trading cards, has appeared in various video 
games, and has created her own sporting clothing line sponsored 
by Billabong, Vans snowboard boots and signature snowboard with 
Jeenyus.  
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